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The purpose of Modern Studies is to engage young people in the social, 
economic and political forces that shape the world today. Learners develop skills 
that allow them to interpret and participate in the social and political processes 
they will encounter now and in the future.  
 

Pupils will learn to access and use information from different kinds of sources, 
think critically about evidence and be able to draw conclusions. They will be 
given the opportunity to justify their arguments in discussion and debate.  
 

Qualifications in subjects such as Modern Studies unlock many pathways beyond 
school as they demonstrate literacy at levels required by Universities, Colleges 
and employers. Our subjects are a great springboard into many sectors: 
everything from politics, the third sector, media, journalism, teaching, law, 
civil/public service, psychology, social work and so on. 
 

Please read on for more information about pathways, skills, pupil testimonies, 
related courses and careers. 
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Studying Modern Studies means investigating real world events, engaging in 
debate and developing the skills to make sense of the world. Students are 
encouraged to develop an open mind, sense of responsibility and global 
citizenship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils study Modern Studies in S1 
and S2. 

Pupils can opt to choose Modern 
Studies from S3 and start 

certificate courses. 

Pupils can complete National 3, 
National 4 or National 5 Modern 

Studies in S4, S5 or S6. 

Pupils can complete Higher 
Modern Studies in S5 or S6.  

Pupils can complete Advanced 
Higher Modern Studies in S6.  
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Key Skills 

 
Literacy 

 
Numeracy 

 
Research 

 
Presentation 

 
Citizenship 

 
Analysis 

 
Evaluation 
 

Debate Team 
Work 

Source 
Analysis 

Drawing 
Conclusions 

Assessing 
Reliability 

Identifying 
Bias 

Information 
Handling 
 

 

Careers 

The My World of Work website has a career options tool, pupils can search ‘Modern 
Studies’ to find out about relevant career options. A selection of relevant careers 
have been listed below.  

Teacher Journalist Police Officer 

Lawyer Criminal Intelligence 
Analyst 

Social Worker 

Careers Adviser Prison Warden Member of 
Parliament 
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Senior Firrhill pupils were asked, “Where will Modern Studies take you?” Here is 
what they said… 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anisha is studying a degree in Aeronautical Engineering at 

the University of Glasgow. 

“As a young adult in modern society, it is necessary to 
know about what is happening around you and how it is 
impacting your life. Modern Studies has provided me with 
knowledge on current global affairs and issues, that help 
me understand the world. It has also provided me with 
analytical and numeracy skills that are necessary for a 
career in engineering. Interpreting data is an important 
skill to have in a technological career and the different 
aspects in the Modern Studies course, such as source 
questions have helped me build on my interests in 
analysis. Source questions involve having to investigate 
various sources and coming to an overall conclusion, 
which is very interesting. I have also explored debating 
and negotiating skills that provide experience in debating 
competitions and make you stand out as a candidate 
when applying to University.” 
 

Anisha Srivastava, 2021 leaver.  

Anna is studying a degree in Nursing at the University of Glasgow. 

“Modern Studies helped me understand the way society works and 
issues that face different groups of people I may work with. It also 
taught me about the NHS and health issues. 
 

Anna Thomson, 2021 leaver.  

Holly is studying a degree in Applied Sports Science at the 

University of Edinburgh. 

“Modern Studies helped me learn more about society 
and Scotland in general. It has helped me form opinions 
and back them up with evidence.” 
 

Holly McKey, 2021 leaver.  
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Rachel is studying a degree in Sociology and History at the 

University of Glasgow. 

“As I am studying Sociology at University, writing essays on 
different social experiences has helped me understand how 
society works . This will help me get a head start to my 
University course.” 
 

Rachel Blaik, 2021 leaver.  

Kian is studying a degree in International Business 

Management at Heriot Watt University.  

“Modern Studies has enabled me to apply 
knowledge in essays whilst making effective links 
and conclusions between sources.” 
 

Kian Falconer, 2021 leaver.  

Sam is studying a degree in Archaeology at the University of 

Glasgow.  

“Modern Studies has helped me with essay writing skills, analysis skills 
and essay writing. 
 

Sam Kenyon, 2021 leaver.  

Samir is studying a degree in History and Sociology at the 

University of Glasgow.  

“Modern Studies helped me with essay planning, 
analysing different sources , problem solving and 
literacy.” 

Samir Khalafalla, 2021 leaver.  

Catriona is studying a degree in Criminology at Abertay University.  

“Modern Studies has given me background knowledge about sociology.” 
 

Catriona Wilson, 2021 leaver.  
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Eisha is studying a degree in Hairdressing and Barbering 

at Edinburgh College.  

“Modern Studies has helped with my social skills.” 
 

Eisha, 2021 leaver.  

Lewis is studying a degree in Environmental Geography at 

Stirling University.  

“Modern Studies has enhanced my skills of memorisation, essay 
writing and organisation greatly due to the vast amount of 
content I needed to learn during the Modern Studies course. 
This will help me when I am studying at university and 
completing extensive and time consuming tasks such as writing 
a dissertation. The knowledge I have gained when learning 
about environmental issues, impacts and policies in Modern 
Studies will assist me when I study Environmental Geography at 
University.” 

Lewis Cockburn, 2021 leaver.  

Soha is studying a degree in Scots Law.  

“Modern Studies has helped my understanding of laws and 
how they are passed. I have more awareness about 
inequalities and the impact they have. 

Soha Iqbal, 2021 leaver.  

Luke is studying a degree in English at Edinburgh Napier University. 

“Modern Studies has helped me to learn more about the world around 
me, including politics. It has helped my evaluation skills.”  
 

Luke Gardiner, 2021 leaver.  

Kyle is studying a degree in Sociology at the University of 

Edinburgh. 

“Modern Studies has provided me with a comprehensive 
understanding of social issues and how society is organised, 
knowledge which will greatly benefit me when starting my 
Sociology Degree. The essay writing skills as well as source 
analysis skills that we have been taught will also help me 
with dissertation and essay writing at University.” 

Kyle Blaik, 2021 leaver.  
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Katie plans to study a degree in Politics and Social and 

Economic History at the University of Glasgow. 

“Politics is obviously very relevant to the course and modern 
studies is probably the reason that I decided to do politics, 
since there was so much crossover. The skills eg essays and 
dissertations are very transferable.” 
 
Katie Maciver, 2022 leaver.   

Thomas plans to study a degree in History and Politics at the 

University of Glasgow. 

“Modern Studies has helped my writing skills and improved 
my analysis of text.” 
 
Thomas Luff, 2022 leaver.  

Beth plans to study a degree in Nursing at the University of 

Glasgow or Edinburgh. 

“Modern Studies has really made me aware that other 
people’s circumstances are different to my own. Poor health 
isn’t just because of poor lifestyle choices, people are 
forced into these lifestyles by poverty which can be an 
endless, cruel cycle.” 
 
Beth Moffat, 2022 leaver.  

Reyhan plans to study a degree in Law at University. 

“Modern Studies got me more interested in law and politics. 
It is the reason why I switched from wanting to become a 
Doctor to a Lawyer! 
 
Reyhan Denli, 2022 leaver.  
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Zara plans to study a degree in History and Politics at the 

University of Edinburgh. She would also like to go into 

teaching after she has completed her degree. 

“The essay skills I have learned will help me moving forward 
at University. The content and knowledge I have learned has 
given me a better understanding of the world, this will 
benefit me massively moving forward.” 
 
Zara Smith, 2022 leaver.  

Lucy plans to study a degree in Sociology / Criminology at 

Abertay University or Queen Margaret University.  

“Modern Studies helped me get a much better 
understanding about what  is happening around the world. 
It also helped me to find out what influences human 
behaviour and attitudes. This helped me as it encouraged 
me to do Sociology/ Criminology at University after learning 
about various crimes and knowing what influences people 
to commit crimes.” 
 
Lucy Fisher, 2022 leaver.  

James plans to study a degree in Sociology, Psychology or 

Social Science at Glasgow Caledonian University or 

Edinburgh Napier University.  

“Modern Studies helped me to learn about the real world. I 
also learned about the causes of issues that affect me and 
what responses have been taken. I was also able to see 
what could be done whilst assessing everything from a 
critical angle and not be one-sided.” 
 
James Kirkpatrick, 2022 leaver.  

Elle plans to study a degree in Law at Edinburgh Napier 

University.  

“Modern Studies has helped me to understand a lot more 
about crime and the law. It has also helped me to assess the 
impacts of social factors on an individual.” 
 
Elle Blackhurst 2022 leaver.  



MODERN STUDIES AND RMPS FACULTY, FIRRHILL HIGH SCHOOL 10 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

Holly plans to study a degree in Law and Social Policy at the 

University of Strathclyde.  

“Modern Studies has given me knowledge that I need to go 
into University to study Social Policy. This includes knowledge 
about Criminology and research methods Sociologists use. 
This is part of the courses I will study at University which I now 
feel more prepared for.” 
 
Holly Davidson, 2022 leaver.  

Ishbel plans to study a degree in Social Work at the 

University of Strathclyde.  

“Modern Studies helped me to learn about issues people 
face such as poverty, prison and the welfare system. I 
believe that this is all extremely relevant for social work.” 
 
Ishbel Reid, 2022 leaver.  

Zoe plans to study a degree in Sociology at the University of 

Glasgow or Criminology at Abertay University.   

“Modern Studies educated me on a lot of new and 
interesting things such as the prisons in the UK. It also gave 
me lots of transferable skills such as essay writing  ana 
analysis. The Dissertation has also taught me a lot of skills that 
will be useful for University.  
 
Zoe Valentine, 2022 leaver.  
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The people listed below studied degrees linked to Modern Studies.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

First Minister of 
Scotland Nicola 
Sturgeon studied Law 
at the University of 
Glasgow.  

Barack Obama studied 
International Relations at 
Columbia University and 
Michelle Obama studied 
Sociology at Princeton University. 

 

   

Former US Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
studied law at Harvard. She 
was one of 9 women in a 
class with 500 men!  

BBC Newsreader 
George Alagiah 
studied Politics and 
Journalism at Durham 
University.  

Entrepreneur Elon 
Musk studied 
Economics at the 
University of 
Pennsylvania.  

Actor Samuel L. 
Jackson studied Social 
Work at Atlanta 
Morehouse College.   


