
 

 

Firrhill High School - Parent Council 2020 Annual General Meeting 

 

APPROVED minutes 

 

7pm 28 September 2020 via Microsoft Teams 

 

Present:  

Tim Wallace(Chair),Jane Williams (Secretary). Jon Buglass (PTA Chair), Jenny Orr (Treasurer) 

Margaret Hampton; Susan Bailey; Richard Imlach; Martin Pickett; Louise Wilson; Stuart Barlow; 

Tracey Brown; Catherine Lomax; Ksenia Orzel; Hin Lee; Finlay Orr; Omer Elmadhi; Val Walke; 

Helen Renton; Zachary Davidson; Jake Wilson; Micah Chan; Sofianne Chan;  Lisa MacDonald; 

Kami Orzel; Andrew Bright; Patricia Rudolf Von Rohr; Rachel Sunderland; Harry W; Rachel 

Murray plus 3 others  

 

Apologies 

Crerar Christie  

 

1. Welcome  

Tim welcomed everyone to the first online Firrhill Parent Council 2020 AGM .  He 

particularly welcome new parents who were attending for the first time and explained the 

purpose of the AGM, its membership and highlighted that all parents are welcome to attend 

meetings of the Parent Council (PC) whether they are a member of the PC or not.  He also  

highlighted the existence of the working groups which were also keen to welcome new 

members and were a good way to get involved and support the school .  

 

2. Approval of Minutes of 2019 AGM 

Minutes of the AGM of 9th September 2019 were approved  

 

3. Chair’s report 

The Chair advised that two meetings of the PC had taken place during 2019 / 20 in 

November and January.  The headmaster Mr Hamilton had prepared detailed reports for 

each meeting updating the PC  on exam attainment in the November meeting and on the 

Pupil Equity Fund in the January meeting.   The remaining meetings were cancelled due to 

the impact of the Covid-19 lockdown.   

An online Q and A parent forum meeting with Mr Hamilton and the school’s senior 

management team had taken place very successfully in June and this had been very well 

attended with approx. 200 parents attending.    



 

 

A member of the PC had been part of the interview panel for the two depute head posts 

Tim had also attended a number of locality meetings which he had found very informative.  

Tim thanked Graham and his staff for all their support and hard work in this particularly 

difficult year.  

Time also thanked the PC members for their contribution over the year.  

 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

The treasurer reported that the current balance for the PC was £1636.30. 

 

5. PTA and Working Groups Reports:  

 

Business and Enterprise Group 

• Richard Imlach updated the meeting on the business and enterprise group.  For the 

past few years they have run a very successful apprenticeship evening for parents and 

a careers event during the day for s3 / 4 pupils. Both events were impacted by Covid 

and the group will look to see what could be provided in the next academic year 

including whether an online option may be possible.  

 

Health and Wellbeing Group 

• Margaret Hampton reported that this group had sent out a survey at the start of the 

2019 / 2020 academic year to parents to identify their top concerns.  108 responses 

were received and the main concerns were mental health, exam stress, social media 

and internet safety.  

• They ran a very success raising teems with Confidence course in Autumn 2019 with two 

groups of parents.   

• They were due to run a course on Growth Mindset and one on Internet safety which 

were both cancelled due to the Covid Lockdown.  

• In 2020 / 21 they will look at some online options as they think that this could work very 

well  

 

Environment Group 

• Tim reported that the environment group had not run in the 2019 / 2020 session.  The 

group had previously been very active and was previously led by a parent whose 

children had now left the school.  Tim indicated that he would be keen to see this group 

up and running again and if anyone was interested in being involved to get in touch  

 

PTA 



 

 

• Jon Buglas the chair of the PTA and Stuart Barlow made the following report to the PC 

• Total current funds raised by the PT was  £2784.92 before lockdown.  This compared to 

£1584.09 this time last year. The PTA therefore were on track for a bumper fundraising 

year.  Unfortunately they were not able to run the planned quiz night or Car Boot sale 

due to the impact of the Covid  lock down.  

• The Xmas Concert was the main fundraiser, £872.  It was a great team effort with the 

school and all members of the PTA.  

• Christmas Fair was also positive but many changes were anticipated for 2020, however 

the Christmas Fair will not run this year due to the impact of Covid-19. 

• The PTA provided financial support for Linguascope £300, Digimaps £159 and for a 

Projector for the PE department £250 

• They also usually provide funding for the Holiday Headstart programme but this was not 

asked for this year.  

• Funds have been offered to the school for Digital Hardship but so far there has been no 

response yet from School Management. 

• 3 new proposals for online fundraising will be presented to the next PC meeting in 

October . 

• Jon passed on his thanks to all members of the PTA, namely Stuart /Mhairi /Louise 

/Shery l/Christiana /Dawn for their fabulous teamwork this year. 

 

6.  Membership of the PTA – vacancies and elections  

Tim explained that the PC consists of 12 members appointed for a three year terms plus up 

to three ex officio one year members.  Ex Officios members are voted for 1 year and that 

can be a good way for someone new to get some experience and decide whether they 

would like to get more involved.  

Tim indicated that there were two three year vacancies. Martin Pickett’s term of office had 

come to an end and Tim thanked Martin for all his hard work and his  three years of service  

The PC were particularly looking for a Vice Chair. 

• Vice Chair 

Stuart Barlow indicated that he was willing to be Vice Chair.  Jane proposed. and 

this was seconded by Margaret Hampton .    

• Vacancies  

Tracey Brown indicated that she would be happy to be a member of the PC as an ex 

officio member  

 

No further volunteers were received leaving one PC vacancy for a three year post  

 



 

 

7.  AOB 

Tim advised the meeting that the date of the first PC of the academic year will be  on 

Teams and will be attended by Mr Hamilton was Monday 12 October at 7pm.  Details of 

how to join would be sent out nearer the time as well as the agenda  

 

Tim asked whether there were any issues that parents would like to raise or added to 

the agenda for this meeting.  The following was suggested:  

• It was suggested it would be helpful if Mr Hamilton’s report could be circulated in 

advance to the PC so that members had time to read it before attending  

• An update on parent consultations,  extra curricular activities such as Duke of 

Edinburgh and on S6 prizes and awards for the s6 cohort who have just left was 

also suggested. 

 

Tim advised if any parent had any additional questions or issues that they would like to 

make the PC aware of  that they should email Firrhillpc@gmail.com 

 

Tim then thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting.  
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