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More books are needed 
for the next book swap / 
give-away event which 
coincides with Book Week 
Scotland 19-25 November.   
 

If you could organise the next book 
swap parent rota, please email: 
carolyn.hargest@btconnect.com. 

A big “thank you” to the parent volunteers and school 
librarian Declan McCann, who encouraged pupils, staff 
and parents to take away some free books to enjoy.  
 

Book swap / give-away event 
 
 
 

From 4 to 7 March, Firrhill held our eighth book swap / give-away to celebrate World Book Day. This fun and 
educational event – organised by the Environment Group and school librarian Declan McCann – took place in 
the school library at lunchtimes. Parent volunteers encouraged pupils and staff to take away books to enjoy. 
Approximately 300 books were swapped / given-away and  
the school library added 50 good quality used books to its  
collection – which represents  
a great deal of money saved.  
 

 
To continue this fantastic school 
event, new helpers are needed – 
we need someone to organise 
future book swap / give-aways!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At high school pupils do not 
wear fancy dress, but the 
English Faculty staff and a few 
other staff members dressed 
as their favourite characters!  
 

Thanks to all who 
donated books  
for the book swap! 
 

mailto:carolyn.hargest@btconnect.com
mailto:carolyn.hargest@btconnect.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Firrhill News 
April 2019 

 
Produced by the Parent Council 

 

The school’s Park 
Smart banners are 
fixed to the railings 
by the PE block 
with cable ties that 
may detach in the 
wind. Parent 
Carolyn Hargest 
reattached the 
banners, which are 
a reminder to park 
considerately – or 
better still – walk, 
cycle or use public 
transport. 

As part of the revision of our school Travel Plan, a travel survey was completed, 
asking questions about how the journey to school could be improved. Some 
comments by staff highlighted the need for a dropped kerb on the mixed-use path 
which runs through the school grounds, and also the need for two convex mirrors 
on the school driveway. The Environment Group, David Hall, Business Manager, 
and the City of Edinburgh Council have worked hard to arrange these new road 
safety improvements. Additional cycle signage in the school grounds and 36 indoor 
lockers for cyclists are soon to be installed. It is hoped that these measures will 
enable more people to enjoy a safe and sustainable journey to school. 

 

 

Road safety improvements 

 

  
 Environment Award 

 

to a pupil, or group of pupils “for significant work to improve the school’s or the 
wider community’s environment”. It will be mounted on a wooden plinth and 
engraved with the name(s) of the person(s) receiving it.  

The topics picked for our new Eco School’s Green Flag journey are “school 
grounds” and “global citizenship” which tie in with the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goal No 4 “the right to receive a Quality Education”. The 
Environment Group members hope the new Environment Award will encourage 
more eco work by pupils and also help to highlight the school’s environmental 
work to the wider community, including parents/carers and visitors. 

The Environment Group – one of the Parent Council’s working groups – presented the school with a beautiful pewter quaich, 
purchased from a charity shop, as a new “Environment Award”! The quaich will be awarded at the “Celebration of Achievement” 

Carolyn Hargest, Environment Group leader, said “this lovely new award will help to promote and highlight environmental work.”  



 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Firrhill News 
April 2019 

 
Produced by the Parent Council 

 

 

 

 

Rural and Urban Training Scheme 

 

The Environment Group, one of the Parent Council’s working groups, has three 
current aims, one of which is to promote cycling and work to achieve the “Cycle 
Friendly Secondary School” award. The group requested funding for nine S3 and S4 
pupils to take part in a Rural and Urban Training Scheme Mountain Bike Award 
course (SQA level 4). The pupils spent three days in the workshop, learning about 
bike maintenance, and then enjoyed three days cycling on local trails. The group 
enjoyed the course and achieved a valuable qualification. Very well done!  

. So  

The pupils enjoyed the course, which 
took place on Thursdays from 21 
February to 28 March. Well done for 
earning an SQA level 4 qualification! 

  

 

“It was great to see pupils learning cycling 
skills – hopefully, ultimately, more pupils 
will do this course!” C. Hargest, parent. 

Thanks to the staff who arranged this 
course and selected the pupils to take part. 



Firrhill News 
April 2019 

Febr 

 
Produced by the Parent Council 

Climate Strike 

 

C. Hargest, Environment Group leader, said “Many pupils 
are concerned about the environment – but we also need 
parents to help in the school’s environment work, too!”  

On Friday 15 March some Firrhill pupils took part in the 
demonstration against climate change outside the Scottish 
Parliament (parents were requested to email the school in 
advance, to note their child’s absence from school in order 
to take part and accepting responsibility for their safety).  
Mr Isdale is keen to involve these pupils who are 
passionate about climate change in the school’s eco work. 

https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.
com/news/video-2000-school-pupils-
attend-edinburgh-s-climate-change-
protest-at-scottish-parliament-1-
4889933  

  

 

 

Earth Hour 
and International Polar Bear Day 

 

The plasma TV screen in the foyer is a great way to share 
information. It was recently used to promote “Earth Hour”, 
which is on 30 March, when people are encouraged to switch 
off their lights from 8.30 to 9.30 pm, with millions of others 
around the globe, to show concern  
about climate change and make a  
pledge to take action to help our planet.  

 

 

Follow on Twitter @firrhillrrsa 
 

Aerial photo by J Barlow/PA Wire 

 

International Polar Bear Day, is on 
27 February and aims to raise 
awareness about the plight of the 
polar bear and the challenges they 
face living in a warming Arctic. 
 

#Edinburghclimatestrike 
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On Tuesday 15 January, several S3 Firrhill pupils had the 
opportunity to attend the Scottish Centre for Information on 
Language Teaching (SCILT) / Developing the Young Workforce 
(DYW) business brunch. The business brunch marketplace was 
a brilliant experience! We spent the first part of the morning 
walking around the various stalls and talking to people and 
businesses that use languages in their everyday life. Some 
businesses included Dynamic Earth, the Open University,  
JP Morgan – a bank/investment company, the Navy or the 
Royal Zoological Society of Scotland for instance. We also 
attended several talks where successful people talked about 
how languages helped them fuel their career and provided 
them with amazing studying and work opportunities.  

 

I found this event interesting and inspiring, and cannot 
wait to continue with languages. Emma Gordon (3C2) 
 

 

Business Brunch 

Thanks to Miss Chevrou for providing the opportunity for us to take part in this great event! 
                                       

Follow on Twitter @FirrhillMfL  
 

Every year, the Modern Languages Department takes a group of S3 students to a 
“Hospitality Skills” workshop at the Apex City Hotel, in the Grassmarket. Students 
learn, amongst other skills, about how foreign languages can be useful in the 
hotel/hospitality industry. This year, I was one of the lucky few! The trip started off 
with Dani, Head of Recruitment, giving a breakdown of the way Apex is run, the 
different departments in Apex Hotels, and the particular role they have to play in the 
success and smooth running of a hotel. The first task you are given is to think of the 
ways that foreign languages might be used or needed in each department. Then the 
students were split into two groups and, while group 1 is on a tour of the hotel, 
group 2 is completing a variety of tasks before switching over.  
 

Apex City Hotel Visit 

 

Our first task was to put specific hotel jobs in order of importance, which caused a 
great deal of debate, and the second task focused on identifying the hotel features 
which a foreign visitor would be looking for in a good hotel.  
 It was a great trip, and I would highly recommend it to future S3s! All 
participants received a free rubber duck (this is something the hotel does to 
help with its marketing), as do all guests at the Apex City Hotel. Quack, quack! 
 
 

by Sara McLeod S3 
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Thanks to 1D2 and to the Environment Group, for printing and laminating 
the anti-littering and anti-smoking posters for display in every classroom. 

which are being displayed in the school and on the plasma TV screen. We hope pupils will think about the effect of litter on our 
planet, particularly the pollution of the oceans and the effect it has on all marine wildlife. 

Anti-littering posters  

Anti-smoking Posters 

Mrs Kerr’s S1 class made some great anti-littering posters, 
  

  

 

 The pupils of 1D2 also created some brilliant anti-
smoking posters, which were scanned and 
laminated by the Environment Group. These will be 
displayed on the plasma TV in the foyer and in every 
classroom. The school continues to use the 
successful, peer-led anti-smoking programme 
DECIPHer-ASSIST to encourage pupils not to smoke. 

 

  
 

 

 

@firrhillrrsa  

The posters link to this month’s 
chosen right, UNICEF Article 24 – 
respect for health and environment. 
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Well done to the U14 team for their brilliant result – very best of luck for the final! 
 

Follow on Twitter @FirrhillPE  
 

U14 Football Success 

The U14 (S2) boys football team reached the League Cup Final on Friday 15 March. 
The boys came through the heavy rain and hailstones to beat Balerno 2-1.  

Thanks to teacher Liam Smith and the parent helpers. A special shout out to Ben 
Telfer, who unfortunately broke his wrist in the game against Balerno.  
 

• Connor Walker 

• Alexander Edwards 

• Chase Miller 

• Ben Telfer 

• Adeel Ahmed 

• Andrew Matthew 

• Euan McGeoch 
 

On 2 March, pupils and staff enjoyed a trip to 
the Old Trafford football stadium in 
Manchester and watched Manchester United 
win 3-2 against Southampton. They had a tour 
of Manchester City’s Etihad Stadium, and all 
in all had a great day out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Firrhill News would love more 
school sports news (and 
photographs!) Please email  
wrightisabel@yahoo.co.uk  

This is a fantastic achievement for the team, considering we are in the 2nd Division and Balerno are currently in 2nd place in the top 
division – the magic of the cup! The boys are over the moon – it was the first cup final for the majority of the squad – so if you see 
them, please feel free to pass on your congratulations! Here is a list of all the boys who have been involved in the cup run: 
 
 PTA Quiz Night 
• Kieran Wood 

• Ben Smith 

• Louie St John 

• Finn Mackie 

• George Thorpe 

• Calum McFadden 

• Alistair Archibald 
 
 

Football trip to Manchester 

Please put this date in your dairy 
for a great night out! 

 

• Ciaran Hossack 

• Elliot Blinstone 

• Ben Tucker 

• Nicky Campbell 

• Craig Rhyna 

• Callum O’Donnell 

• Jack Murray 
 

Thanks to the PE department 
staff for arranging this fun 
and educational trip! 
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February is LGBT history month. The last Friday of February is  
“Purple Friday” – a day to stand up against homophobia, biphobia and 
transphobia and show support for LGBTQ+ equality. At Firrhill High 
School a rainbow poster was made and pin badges were distributed 
and worn to show support for LGBTQ+. 

Produced by the Parent Council 
 

 

Purple Friday 

 

Firrhill News 

The theme of LGBTQ+ Purple History month was “CATALYST: 50 years of 
activism”. This theme marked the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall 
uprisings in New York in 1969 and the birth of the modern Pride movement. 

 

The RRSA group helped Firrhill to celebrate 
Purple Friday and put us on the #Purplemap. 

Thanks to our RRSA group, led by teacher Mrs Kerr, 
for helping Firrhill to send a positive message, to 
say that our school champions LGBTQ+ inclusion 
and pledges that our LGBTQ+ pupils and staff will 
be safe, supported and included. 

Whilst people and events in the past kick-started 
the movement and brought about positive change 
for the LGBTQ+ communities, Purple Friday 
encourages us to be a CATALYST for change 
today, by pledging support for LGBTQ+ equality. 
 

 

 

The pupils and staff made a rainbow brick-
wall poster filled with messages and 
signatures to show our support for LGBTQ+. 

April 2019 
 

 

 

 
@firrhillrrsa 

 

 

UNICEF, Article 8: 
“You have the right 
to an identity”. 
 

 

Fantastic rainbow-
themed cupcakes 
and flapjacks were 
on sale, baked and 
iced by S6 pupil 
Orla Thorburn. 
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Holocaust Memorial Day Assemblies 

January 27 is “Holocaust Memorial Day”, 
and there are various events to remember 
the Holocaust and those who lost their lives. 

The Holocaust – the “Shoah” in Hebrew 
– was the attempt by the Nazis and  
their collaborators to murder all Jews, 
black people, gypsies, those with 
disabilities and members of the LGBTQ+ 
community in Europe. 1/6 of all Jewish 
people killed died at the Auschwitz-
Birkenau concentration camp. 

 

“Torn from home” was the theme for HMD 2019 

Follow on Twitter @HMD_UK  
 

TORN FROM HOME 
 

From 19-23 January the Holocaust Memorial Day 
Committee led the Holocaust Memorial Day school 
assemblies. This year's theme was “Torn from Home”. The 
moving PowerPoint presentation reminded pupils and 
staff, that by 1945, 13 million people had been murdered 
by the Nazis. Of these, 6 million were Jewish men, women 
and children. The presentation focused on some of the 
personal stories of people who died in Auschwitz and 
other concentration camps. The assembly reminded 
students of the importance of honouring Holocaust 
Memorial Day and the need to work to prevent hatred, 
which leads to genocide.  
 

 

 

Treatment of the Jews – on “Kristallnacht”, the Nazis targeted Jewish businesses and homes, 
leaving broken glass and rubble on the streets. Klaus Langer (photo left), was aged 15 when 
his father was forced into a concentration camp. Klaus emigrated to escape Nazi persecution, 
and his remaining family died during their escape. 

 

Rutka Laskier (above), died 
aged 14 in an assisted suicide, 
by burning alive, after being 
transported to Auschwitz 
Concentration Camp. 

The presentation ended with a 
quote from Holocaust survivor 
and Nobel laureate, Elie Wiesel, 
(photo right) who said “To 
forget the dead would be akin to 
killing them a second time”. 

 

Quotes were taken from the diaries of those 
who died, including Dawid Sierakowiak  
(photo left), who wrote “We are not considered 
humans at all; just cattle for work or slaughter”.  
 

 

 

Thanks to the 
Holocaust Memorial 
Day Committee and  
Ms Archibald, 
teacher, who led this 
special assembly.                                       

 

 

 

 "Commemorating 
Holocaust Memorial 
Day is important so 
that our young 
people are made 
aware of the terrible 
atrocities committed 
against the Jewish 
people and to ensure 
it never happens 
again” Ms Archibald. 
 
 


