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Village EvergtGroup, &Art in theParké. This event features lots of staliscluding:
arts and crafts, secondand books, food and drinknd continuouslive entertainment
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Thanks to music teacher O
Mr Courtney who uns l.
the amazindgsoul Band.

Music Exam Succes

Congratulations to the following on their recent
Trinity/ Associated Board music exam passes
Amy Downig; Grade 6 clarinet

Caitlin Bratby; Grade 5 violin

Joanna Walke Grade 5 alto saxophone (Distirart)
Emma McDermaid Grade 3 trombone (Distinction)
Catherine Bruce Grade 3 flute (Distinction)

Anna McCallung Grade 3 flute (Merit)

Richard Allert Grade 2 clarinet (Merit)

Kirsten Bucha Grade 2 clarinet (Merit)

Amy Gibsorg Grade 2 clarinet (Merit)
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Kayakiﬂg Follow on Twitter @FirrhiIIPE'

Michael Denvir S6 was selected &present Great Britain in the U18 K1 classic (3.5km race) and 200m sprint. Michael com
in wild-water racingwhich is fast and dynamic, in a solo kayak (K1). The kayak is 4.5m long and made of carboakibgeit
lightweight and strong to resisbtlisions with rocksThey arefast on the river but are unstable and hard to turn. Paddlers nee
to read the river conditions and take the best liindéten through very rough watewhilst paddling at full speed.

The best young European witdater canoeists and kayakers
were in SkopjeMacedonia over the summer to compete in
the U18 and Junior U23 European ChampionshipAugist.
Athletes from 16 countries took part in races on the Treskz
River in thebeautiful Matka Canyon about 1&m from Skopje

Congratulations to Michael
on his amazmg achlevemen

The GB Team Coach Nicky Cresser
complimented the efforts of all the
athletes in maintaining or improving
their race times over the week of racing

The GB team arrived early and spémir
intensive days training on the river before ¢
opening ceremony in Macedonia Square.
team trained early morning and evening to
avoid temperatures in excess of°80during
the day. Michael competed in the opening
classic race on Thursday morningmpkting
the 3.5 km course in just under 11 minuieg
an excellent result as his time beat all of thig

Saturday morningMichael completed the
200m sprintin just over 50 seconds.
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Southeast Asia Expedition

During June and July 13 senior pupils took part in an exciting expetdition
Souttreast Asiafeaturing three phasestrekkingin Laos, history and culture in
Cambodiaandvolunteeringand R&R fest andrecuperation)in Vietnam The
pupilssharedleadership rolessupported by the staff teaniThere was always
plenty to see and ddT he journey from Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon) todtaras
an epic train journey of 34 hours, covering two days and one night on a slee
train. This proved to be a really enjoyable experience for the pupilsasa
unique opportunity to see another side of Vietnam.

The accommodation ranged frogoodto very good indeed, given that we
were using hostelgather than hotels. The opportunities to try new and
exotic foods provided some real highlights: the night markets in Vientiar
and Phnom Penh, and the food served at the villages in Laos during the
trekking phase, was always varied, delicious and eatématopsticks,
sitting in a big groupn mats on the floarThe food served ugt the Thai
Hai stilt village was also of a very high standard, with plenty of variety ¢
local dishes three times a dakhe vast majority of whatve atewas local
style foodrather than Western food.

The trekking phase ikhammouane province (Laos) providedr team
with a number ofchallenge: heat, humidity and carrying full baglacks
for 1520 km a day through jutkg, open grasland, paddy fields and
rivers, supported by super guides and cadise history and culture
phase in Cambodia allowed us to make trips to Angkor Wat, the floati
villages at Tonle Sap lake, and the genocide museums in Phnom Per

The projet phase aiThai Hai stilt village in Thai Nguyen province
(Vietnam) wasvery well plannecandgave our pupilshe opportunityto
teach pupils English eeachtopics usinghe English language. There
were also plenty of physical tasks undertake such & helping to
creating a herb garden on disused land, cultivating bananas, picking
chopping logs and planting bambaothis helped ut appreciate the
amount of hard work required in maintaining a sustainable communi
andenabled us tagyive somethingback to thank the community for
their hospitality and the chance to work in thecalschool.

The Thai people were an incredibly welcoming ethnic
minority community, who opened their arms to us. We
were always greeted with smiles, children were delight
to be taught by our group, and we were shown excelle
hospitality throughout our visit. This village showed us
what a seHfsustaining community can really be.

Thanks to the Firrhill staff who amged this exciting
expedition for travel, education and personal growth.



