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World Book Day 

What was your favourite book as a child?  
I was a big fan of Roald Dahl as a child and probably “Fantastic Mr Fox” was my favourite of his stories.  
I also read quite a few of the Mark Twain books and particularly enjoyed the stories of Tom Sawyer and 
Huckleberry Finn. 
I loved “The Hobbit” and “The Lord of the Rings” by Tolkein and through my stepfather’s influence got 
into the Arthur Ransome books and read all of the “Swallows and Amazons” series more than once. 
Are there any books you would recommend to pupils?  
Pretty much all of them! I think it’s really important that people read for pleasure and to do that it’s 
better that they find the kind of books that “float their own boats” rather than reading something that 
has been recommended or is considered to be ‘great’ or ‘important’ literature. 
How do you choose the books you read?  
Working in an environment that is full of books, they tend to just fall into my lap! 
What’s the best non-fiction book you’ve read lately?  I’m a bit of a sucker for cookery books  
and one that I’ve had at home is: “Off duty: the world's greatest chefs cook at home”. 
What is the last book you read but didn’t finish?  
Can’t really recall – to tell the truth! If I didn’t finish it, it can’t have been very good! 
 
 

World Book Day UK is set to give away 1 million books to mark the 
20th anniversary and the world’s biggest celebration of reading! 

 
People are invited to sign petitions to express their 
concern over global warming, to fund-raise for 
environmental projects and to learn more about what 
can be done to make changes before it is too late. 
 

Switch off your lights to show support! 
Major landmarks in the world that are 
usually illuminated will switch off their 
lights to show support and a national 
concern to protect our planet. 
 

 

On Thursday 2 March, World Book Day is celebrating its 20th anniversary. This special event features 
loads of book-related fun activities – events, quizzes and competitions, and a free £1 token will be 
given to children to spend on books or to exchange for a free “World Book Day” book. 

John McGowan, Team Leader at Oxgangs Library, gave a special World Book Day interview: 

 

 

  

Earth Hour 2017 

 

On Saturday 25 March at 8.30pm the whole world is 
invited to take part in Earth Hour - a symbolic show of 
global support to protect our amazing planet. 

 

 


