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On Sunday 3 December the Firrhill music department showcased three of their ensembles at the Edinburgh Jazz Bar.  
First up was the Firrhill Jazz Quintet, performing two jazz classics from the 1960s and 1970s, then a song by CƛǊǊƘƛƭƭΩǎ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ 
duet Alan Rowan and Eilidh Baxter, followed by the Firrhill Soul Band. It was a great performance by all involved, with lots of 
compliments received from audience members and the Jazz Bar staff. Jazz Bar photos: thanks to Polarberry.co.uk. 
 
 
 

Soul Band at Tesco 
On Monday 18 December the 
Firrhill Soul Band performed their 
full repertoire in two 
performances at Tesco Colinton to 
raise funds for the music 
department. They received a 
warm welcome from staff and 
customers. 
 

 

 

 

The annual Childline Concert took place on 
Friday 1 December in the Central Hall in 
Tollcross, Edinburgh. This sell-out concert, 
which was supported by the City of 
Edinburgh Council, featured ensembles from 
across the city and included many Firrhill 
pupils. The annual Fanfare Concert took 
place on 24 November in the Central Hall, 
also featuring a large number of Firrhill 
pupils, who performed along with other 
talented music pupils from across the city. 
 

 

 

On 5 December a number of our students played at Colinton 
Parish Church at a World Aids Day concert in aid of Waverley 
Care. Those who took part were: Alan Rowan, Kyle Rowan, 
Eilidh Baxter, Caitlin Bratby, Katrina Brewster, Jennifer Adam, 
Niloufar Yazdanian, Callum Wellington, Rachel Brown, Caitlin 
Ho, Ross Bryson and Elise Pickett. They played the Ashokan 
Farewell and a lovely arrangement of Wild Mountain Thyme. 
 
 

Community Carols  

 
Follow on Twitter @FirrhillMusic  

World Aids Day Concert 

On Thursday 13 December, a number 
of our violin, woodwind and brass 
students, accompanied by Mr Hodge, 
Mrs McCormick and Ms Johnston, 
toured the community, performing 
at Braidburn School, Cairdean House 
and Caiystane Court.  
The pupils performed a selection of 
Christmas carols, all of which were 
well received by our audiences.  
The highlight of the day was 
performing Jingle Bells with some of 
the Braidburn pupils.  
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Merchant Company Initiative Award Winner 

Mrs Pat Denzler handed Louis his prize saying, ά¢ƘŜ aŜǊŎƘŀƴǘ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ 
Initiative Prize is a challenge to young people to think creatively. We are 
keen to see enterprising ideas in business or philanthropy as this is at the 
core of what the Company is all about. We hope that the Initiative Prize will 
encourage young people to play an active role in their city of Edinburgh and 
beyond, to develop their skills and confidence for the futureΦέ  

Left to right: Nikola Piper, Joanna Blair (Flower Power), Richard Barron 
(Chairman of The Merchant Company Initiative Prize), Louis Moore, Pat Denzler 
(Master of The Merchant Company), Logan Ross, Meg Wishart, Alex Park, Katie 

Chapman and David Martin (Project Magale) 

 

Well done, Louis on this 
tremendous achievement. 

In October Louis Moore, S3, won the Merchant Company Initiative Award. The competition is open to those already 
implementing their own ideas or who have just considered them, from helping to save an endangered species to helping to 
improve the lives of children in Africa. This is the eleventh year, and the prize which is aimed at children living in Edinburgh, 
aged 13-18 years old, has attracted some really excellent displays of initiative and enterprise.   

As winner, Louis received £500 prize (which he used, along with his savings, to buy a new computer). Louis has his own 
company selling organic eggs, which he gets from a farm just outside Penicuik. Louis researched his business and built up his 
clientele through personal recommendations. He now boxes, labels and hand-delivers eggs to over 40 clients weekly. 
Making a small profit on each delivery allows him to expand his business and save for the future. He is growing his own 
business to the extent that he is now mentoring other young people, helping them develop their own egg selling 
businesses. The Chairman of the Initiative Prize at The Merchant Company, Richard Barron, commended LouisΩ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ. 
He said, ά[ƻǳƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀƎŜ.έ  

 

 

άThe standard of our finalists 
this year has been 
outstanding. We congratulate 
Louis and the two runners-up 
ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
wish them all the very best for 
the future.έ 

The two runners up won £250 eachΥ άCƭƻǿŜǊ tƻǿŜǊέ (Joanna Blair and Nikola Piper, DŜƻǊƎŜ IŜǊƛƻǘΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ), who aim to 
provide window boxes and flower seeds to help increase the bee population ŀƴŘ άProject Magaleέ (Broxburn Academy) who 
give financial support to Ruth, an orphan in Magale, Uganda, to enable her to go to school.  

 

 

 

The event was sponsored by Cruden Homes. 
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To celebrate Book Week Scotland the 
school held its fifth book swap/ book give-
away event from 4 to 7 December, in the 
school library, during lunchtimes. The 
event was organised by the Environment 
Group, which is one of the Parent 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ. The book swap 
promotes reading for enjoyment, and the 
re-use of books minimises waste.  
Pupils, staff and parent volunteers were 
encouraged to take books for themselves 
and their families. The school library was 
able to add a number of excellent books 
to its collection.  

It is great to see 
pupils interested 
in choosing and 
sharing books.  
Thanks to all who 
donated books. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The next book swap/ give-away event is 26 February - 1 March. Contact carolyn.hargest@btconnect.com to donate books ς thanks. 


