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Holocaust Memorial Day
On Tuesday 24 January Firrhill held a Holocaust
Memorial Day event, with guest speaker Harry
Bibring. Special guests included: Judy Russell,
Sharon Mackay, Stephan Brent, Caroline Slifkin,
Jim Sutherland, Maria Chamberlain, Deborah
Haase, pupils from Braidburn, and
representatives from Waverley Care,
Milestone and Tiphereth.

With help from Caroline
Slifkin, Holocaust Education
Trust, pupils decorated
beautiful commemorative
lamps for a stunning display.

The school is grateful
to Mrs Watson, Art
teacher, and the
Holocaust Memorial
Day Committee for
organising this
informative event.
“We must not stand by
when we see others
practice prejudice,”
says Harry Bibring.
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HMD 2017 continued
Thanks to our sponsors, including:
Holocaust Educational Trust,
Pentland Neighbourhood Partnership,
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust,
Braids Rotary Club and
Tesco, North Berwick.
Special thanks to the many Firrhill pupils,
staff and parents who helped on the day.
The school also financed two pupils to take
part in the Lessons from Auschwitz project.

Guest speaker Harry
Bibring, born December
1925 in Vienna, Austria,
described his experience
of Anschluss in 1938,
followed by the exclusion
of Jews from his local ice
rink, then his grammar
school, park and cinema.
On Crystal Night his father’s menswear shop was ransacked, and later his family
attempted but failed to flee to Shanghai. Finally Harry and his sister left Austria
through the Kinder Transport system. He never saw his parents again.
Harry’s moving and informative life story ended with a request that everyone
present should pledge to stand up against prejudice (which leads to discrimination,
the starting point of hatred, which can lead to genocide). The Holocaust has been
followed by further genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia, Darfur and now Syria.
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S6 Pupils
In many ways S6 is a year of preparation for leaving school. As well as their studies, there are special
events to enjoy, including: the S5/6 ceilidh, prom, commemoration evening and leavers’ BBQ.
S6 pupils write a year book, they can buy leavers’ hoodies, school photographs and gain awards.
There are many positive destinations after leaving school: courses; training; employment or
gap years. Many pupils opt for further education. UCAS applications are submitted during the
autumn term. Pupils are encouraged to visit prospective universities and colleges and find out
about courses on offer. They may visit halls of residence, sports facilities and student unions
and can talk to lecturers and students about possible courses.
They will often need to register online before arriving for a university open day. The welcome
desk is generally a good starting point. Visitors are given a bag containing a map and timetable
of talks and tours. Visiting is time consuming, but deciding which university and which course is
a very important decision, so they need to start early, be prepared to walk all day, and to ask
lots of questions. Some may find they will need to meet additional requirements to obtain a
place; others are given unconditional offers (which can make motivation an issue).
We wish our S6 pupils all the best in
their chosen destinations and hope they
will be happy and successful.

Pupils may have a few offers to choose
from. Some courses (such as Primary
School Education) usually require
interviews before places are offered.

Glasgow University’s
slogan is “World
Changers Welcome.”
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Bird Nest Boxes
On Tuesday 31st January parents R Gebbie and C Hargest cleaned out the bird
nest boxes sited in the Pond Garden and the Anne Frank Garden. They also
cleared away some litter, topped up the bird feeders, and resited the water butt
enabling it to fill with the rain water which drains from the greenhouse roof.

Brian Robertson, RSPB Edinburgh local group leader, says “Emptying the boxes
gets rid of any parasites which might be lurking in the old nest material, and
washing with hot water helps too. Also, some birds might be put off from nest
building when a nest is already present. Of course in nature none of this happens
and the same holes can be used regularly (although the number of fledglings
may be reduced due to parasitism). In short, putting boxes up and leaving them
is better than not putting them up. Better still, to empty them over winter.
Actually birds can use the boxes over
winter for roosting, so the best time to
service them is September/October.
As for placing them: that should be 2-5 m
high, facing eastwards. Basically for us facing away from the direction which
brings most wind, and out of reach of
cats - though that can be difficult.”
Thanks to the Parent Council for
funding the nest boxes and fat balls

Thanks to Ruth Gebbie and Carolyn
Hargest, Firrhill parents for cleaning
the nest boxes and to Brian
Robertson, RSPB Edinburgh local
group leader, for expert advice.
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Hockey - Firrhill Seniors
On a cold dry Saturday in early December
the Firrhill Seniors played Edinburgh
Academy away (their pitches are on Fettes
Road East). The first IX won 4-1 and the
second IX won 1-0 both great results!
Thanks to the pupils for their commitment
to the club. Well done everyone!
Thanks to the
dedicated parents
who run Firrhill’s
very successful
hockey club, which
caters for all year
groups and all
levels of skill. The
parents organise all
aspects of training,
fixtures and
finances. Amazing
effort and results!
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S1 & S2 Rugby

On Wednesdays 4-5pm,
Ross Young, Boroughmuir
Rugby & CSC Development
Officer, Lewis Robertson,
Assistant Development
Officer, and David Downie,
former Firrhill pupil, offer
rugby training at Firrhill.

A group of enthusiastic S1 & S2 pupils receive training in basic
rugby skills and tactics. They generally meet on the rugby pitch
but sessions may occasionally be held on the astro turf.
Interested pupils can just turn up on Wednesdays or email Ross
for further details: boroughmuirdevelopmentofficer@gmail.com

Thanks to Boroughmuir Rugby Development
for providing fantastic rugby coaching!
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World Book Day

On Thursday 2 March, World Book Day is celebrating its 20th anniversary. This special event features
loads of book-related fun activities – events, quizzes and competitions, and a free £1 token will be
given to children to spend on books or to exchange for a free “World Book Day” book.
John McGowan, Team Leader at Oxgangs Library, gave a special World Book Day interview:
What was your favourite book as a child?
I was a big fan of Roald Dahl as a child and probably “Fantastic Mr Fox” was my favourite of his stories.
I also read quite a few of the Mark Twain books and particularly enjoyed the stories of Tom Sawyer and
Huckleberry Finn.
I loved “The Hobbit” and “The Lord of the Rings” by Tolkein and through my stepfather’s influence got
into the Arthur Ransome books and read all of the “Swallows and Amazons” series more than once.
Are there any books you would recommend to pupils?
Pretty much all of them! I think it’s really important that people read for pleasure and to do that it’s
better that they find the kind of books that “float their own boats” rather than reading something that
has been recommended or is considered to be ‘great’ or ‘important’ literature.
How do you choose the books you read?
Working in an environment that is full of books, they tend to just fall into my lap!
What’s the best non-fiction book you’ve read lately? I’m a bit of a sucker for cookery books
and one that I’ve had at home is: “Off duty: the world's greatest chefs cook at home”.
What is the last book you read but didn’t finish?
Can’t really recall – to tell the truth! If I didn’t finish it, it can’t have been very good!

Earth Hour 2017
On Saturday 25 March at 8.30pm the whole world is
invited to take part in Earth Hour - a symbolic show of
global support to protect our amazing planet.
Switch off your lights to show support!
Major landmarks in the world that are
usually illuminated will switch off their
lights to show support and a national
concern to protect our planet.
People are invited to sign petitions to express their
concern over global warming, to fund-raise for
environmental projects and to learn more about what
can be done to make changes before it is too late.

World Book Day UK is set to give away 1 million books to mark the
20th anniversary and the world’s biggest celebration of reading!
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Tobacco-free Generation

“Firrhill is reviewing its tobacco policy and
updating our Personal Social Education
programme,” says Mr Denvir.
S4 pupils have been trained to give lessons
on how to make healthy choices, as well as
working with Colinton Primary School to
produce information leaflets.

Firrhill has committed to promoting a healthy
lifestyle for all of its students and staff.
As part of this commitment, the school has
signed up to the Scottish Government’s Charter
for a Tobacco-free Generation by 2034.

Be Smart: Don’t start!
Scotland’s Charter for a Tobacco-free Generation is
an initiative to help deliver a Tobacco-free
Generation by 2034. It is closely linked to the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC). Like the UNCRC, the Charter seeks to
encourage adults to involve children,
be responsible for them, and use their power to help
keep them safe, healthy and protected from harm.

Teachers working
alongside our pupils on
this policy are Mr Denvir,
Pupil Support Team,
and Mr Walkinshaw,
Health and Wellbeing.

Competition winners
1st Lucy Forbes
2nd Emma Barron
3rd Caitlin Ho
Commended:
Scott Gallagher
Amber Sheikh
S2 pupils took part in creating
posters to promote our campaign.
Giant 100% fresh air policy posters
will be displayed around the school.
Thanks to Natasha Bromfield,
former pupil, for the graphics work.

S3 Pupils are taking part in the peer educator DICIPHer-ASSIST
programme, which is effective in stopping teenage smoking.
Influential pupils, chosen by their peers, play a key role in a
supported anti-smoking programme.

