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On 20th May some S5 pupils with Mrs Hargest, Firrhill parent, painted the 
 

Painting the Moongate Panels 

 

 

 

 

Moongate panels with red 
Butinox. Sunny weather with a 
light wind - perfect for painting! 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone worked very well and did a great job! 
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Royal Scottish Academy, New Contemporaries 
Mariana McCormick 2A1 Katie McAdam 2A2, describe their trip. On 24th March S2 pupils, 
as a reward for dedication to art, went to the Royal Scottish Academy, New 
Contemporaries Exhibition. Pieces were contributed by art graduates from 5 Scottish 
Universities. We saw many weird and wonderful works of art, some were clear in their 
meanings, others taking more thought and even more seemed bizarre! The tights made in 
to microbes, melting diamonds and footprints in flour. There was one exhibit at first sight 
was just two plain old stair lifts but once we heard the story told by our guide,  

 

 

 

 

 

the meaning changed. The chairs had belonged to the artist, Joe Handcock’s 
grandma, who had recently died. The twisting chairs reminded us of the 
celestial journey to the afterlife. In many ways the exhibits were very different 
from regular school work. The trip gave us a wider experience of art and 
helped give us inspiration for new art projects in school. Ruth Nichol a 
landscape artist helped us to benefit even more from the trip.  
 
Sophie Harrison S6 received a Highly Commended Award in the recent 
Friends of the RSA Art Award 2015 and her work was displayed in The Friends 
Room from 11th March - 10th April “Congratulations” says Mrs Graham 

 

 

  

“The reward trip was a wonderful 
opportunity to view other styles of art. As a 
group, we all particularly appreciated the 
models, since they had more in depth 
meaning behind them”. Mary Hargest 2B4 

 

“Atom bombs, foam 
sea creatures and a 
giant Scotch egg – 
just a few of the 
highlights of this 
year’s RSA New 
Contemporaries 
exhibition”                        
The Scotsman 

“The exhibition of contemporary art took the S2 
students out of their comfort zone and 
challenged them as they viewed unusual 
imagery which they perhaps might not have 
expected to see. The more the students looked 
and were able to discuss what they saw, the 
more they began to appreciate the ideas and 
stories behind these avant-garde paintings and 
sculptures” said Mrs Watson, art teacher 
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Crocosmia bulbs donated by Tesco were also planted. 

 

The Meadow 

 

  

 

Planting Potatoes 

 

The old bulbs had been removed from the raised 
beds which were weeded and then pink Heuchera 
and ornamental grasses were planted and watered. 
A layer of mulch was added to suppress weeds. Also 
a new log pile was introduced to promote insect life.  

 

 

Some Arran Pilot seed 
potatoes, donated by Tesco 
were planted in two suitably 
deep grow bags. The compost 
will need to be topped up as 
they grow. Hopefully we will 
harvest some early potatoes in 
September. 

The Raised Beds 
 

 

Some pupils helped by taking 
photos of the gardening 
 

The school gardens provide an ideal 
opportunity for pupils to learn about 
plants and to develop an interest in 
wildlife, nature and the outdoors 

On 12th May S5 pupil, Jonny and Mrs Hargest, Firrhill parent sowed some wildflower 
seeds mixed with sand in the meadow, which is situated to the rear of the school. Iris 
and  
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The Senior Wind Band is run 
by Mr Madden, (pictured 
above) members are 
generally S3 –S6 and they 
rehearse 12.30–2.15pm on 
Friday afternoons. 

The Senior Wind Band  

  

Previous concerts have included music ranging from 
Shrek, Disney Blockbusters, Queen in Concert and a Jazzy 
Christmas to Radetzky March, music about a volcanic 
eruption and Statement - which was an unforgettable 
musical/dramatic discourse (regarded as one of the finest 
pieces of contemporary band literature written), featuring 
dissonance, shouting and a Gregorian chant, to portray 
the political problems of Chicano farm workers, women’s 
liberation, Black power and the population explosion! 
 
 

 
 
Carlos Madden has worked as a music 
teacher at Firrhill High School for 
almost 10 years. During which time he 
has provided the Senior Wind Band 
with a wide variety of music, including 
many unusual and challenging pieces.  
 

 

 

 

 

Mr Madden describes 
success as being “When 
pupils, who have left 
school, continue to play 
their instruments” 



 
 
 
Men’s

 July 2015                     
 

Produced by the Environment Group 

Firrhill News 
 

On Friday 1st May James Chapman, Karen Hamilton, Helen Barley, Mike 
Redgrave and Carolyn Hargest met at Waverley Care Milestone to discuss 
an exciting new eco project to make a versatile community built shed 
providing both a workshop and storage area. The structure will be made 
with cob bricks and reused wood. The project received a £2000 Bank of 
Scotland Community Fund Award. Firrhill pupils will assist in making the 
shed; currently there is a slight delay whilst planning permission is sought. 

Waverley Care Milestone - Shed Project 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It will be lovely for Firrhill to 
help Waverley Care Milestone 
with this project. Pupils will be 
involved in making cob bricks. 
Milestone’s Women’s, Men’s 
and Gardening groups will 
also help in the project 

 

Waverley Care Milestone offers 
residential care and support, community 
outreach support and a daily programme 
of activity groups for people living with 
HIV and/or Hepatitis C 

Waverley Care Milestone has lovely, 
extensive grounds which will provide a 
wonderful setting for the new shed. 
  
Cob bricks are 
made from 
straw, clay and 
sand mixed with 
mud and some 
decorative items 
such as bottle 
tops, shells and 
buttons may 
also be added. 



 
 
 
 July 2015                     

 
Produced by the Environment Group 

Firrhill News 
 

 

 

Monday Cluster Chanter Club - Beginners & Intermediates 
started on 27th April after school, cost £6 per session with 
Mike Pretsell, pipes instructor                        
Tuesday Cluster Chanter Club – Beginners is planned for 
next term after school with Andrew Gray, pipes instructor 

Firrhill Cluster & High School: Pipes, Chanter and Drumming Clubs 

 

On Thursday 2nd April Firrhill High School’s drumming instructor Mr Brian Alexander accompanied by S2 pupils, Craig  
and Aiden, from Boroughmuir High School did a demo at Bonaly Primary School to encourage more pupils to join our 
new cluster primary pipes, chanter and drumming clubs. The snare drums used in this demo are very heavy and initially 
pupils will only use a practice drumming pad and sticks. 

The Cluster Snare Drumming Club began on 
Tuesday 28th April after school in the Drama 
Classroom at Firrhill High School, £6 per session 

Thanks to Andrew Gray from the Royal Conservatoire 
of Scotland who played the pipes at this demo. Drumming Instructor Brian Alexander 

 Cluster Clubs 

 

Firrhill Pipe Band Logo 
by Mary Hargest S3 

Pupils can learn the Clarsach in the Drama classroom 
on Friday afternoon with instructor Julia Somerville  

 

Piping Instructor Mike Pretsell  

Cluster Chanter Club Beginners  

Cluster Chanter 
Club Intermediates 

 

Pipe Band Drumming Classes 
Drumming – snare drumming classes  
Wednesday lunchtime in the Drama Classroom 
Drumming pads and sticks - available for purchase 
from instructor 
Cost £5 per session  
Mr Brian Alexander, Drumming instructor 
 
Additional Tuesday lunchtime & after school 
classes with David Farquhar, Drumming instructor 
will begin after the summer break 
 
Chanter & Piping Tuition 
Thursday lunchtime in Music Room 3 
All levels catered for!  
Cost £6 per session & chanters available for 
purchase from instructor - Mike Pretsell 
For more information contact Carolyn Hargest,  
carolyn.hargest@btconnect.com 

  
 

Firrhill High School Classes for 
Drumming and Chanter /Pipes 

The aim is in due course for the school to 
have its own Firrhill Pipe Band.  

 

mailto:carolyn.hargest@btconnect.com

