
“I was excited, really looking forward to starting High School.  I couldn't go to  
the holiday summer camp as I was already going to a scout camp in Holland 
but I met other Firrhill scouts there too.  
Although we had a guide for a while, I did get lost going to lessons a few  
times but it was okay, I soon learnt which way to go. It’s great, having a lot of  
different teachers and new subjects; lessons are so much more interesting and 
you get to make some great stuff. I tried a lot of clubs and I picked badminton, 
basketball and pipe band. I got picked for the Paris trip and had a brilliant time. 
For homework, we often get projects to work on over a couple of weeks, but 
some homework needs to be done for the next lesson. I think geography gives 
the most homework at the moment. My best class is design and technology.  
My advice is to try out a lot of clubs and meet as many people as possible.” 

 

Welcome to Firrhill High School 

Firrhill News is produced by the Parent Council. This Bumper Edition consists mostly of excerpts from previous issues 
and is for new pupils and their families, to show some of the events, activities and clubs at Firrhill High School.  
Read Firrhill News at http://www.firrhillhighschool.org.uk/parents/firrhill-news/  

Some School Events 
September 
Parent Council & PTA AGM 5.9.16 
October 
S1 Parents Social Evening 
November 
Christmas Market 10.11.16 
Book Swap Event (donate books)  
December 
Christmas Concert & Pantomime  
March 
Celebration of Creativity Evening 
VAO donate glasses & sunglasses  
Junk Couture Fashion Show  
Band Night  
May 
PTA Quiz night (parents) 
Activity Week including:  
S1 Paris trip, DofE expeditions, 
Business Placements, School trips 
Sponsored walk  
June 
Job Fair (parent helpers needed) 
 

Starting Firrhill by Douglas Alsop S1 

 

“Label everything as things get left behind in class as they move round!  
Make sure you have plenty of change to top up their Young Scot card. 
Encourage them to try out as many clubs as they can, there is so much on offer.  
I went to the S1 parents’ social evening, it was good to meet other parents and 
get a chance to talk informally with the teachers responsible for the houses.  
I use the school web site it’s good to check the weekly bulletin for information  
on clubs, see what has been happening in the school and to pay for trips.”  
 
 

Advice for New S1 Parents by Dawn Alsop, S1 Parent 
 

Firrhill News 
Bumper Edition 

Produced by the Parent Council 
 

S1 Paris Trip 

Thanks to Firrhill 
staff for providing 
this excellent trip. 

  

 

"My favourite thing 
on the Paris trip was 
visiting the 
Catacombs" said  
Neil McKinlay S1 
 
 

 

famous tourist attractions including: the Eiffel Tower; Notre Dame; the 
Stade de France; Sacré-Cœur; a boat trip down the Seine and Euro Disney. 
This popular action packed trip provides an opportunity for pupils to have 
fun together whilst experiencing French language, food and culture. 

In May 2016 a group of forty Firrhill S1 pupils and 5 members of staff enjoyed a wonderful trip to Paris, visiting many 

http://www.firrhillhighschool.org.uk/parents/firrhill-news/


Thanks to the 
Instrumental Music 
Instructors, pupils and 
staff from the music 
department for 
producing a really 
fantastic Band Night! 

On Monday 21st March the school held its first Band Night, a very 
successful evening featuring: the Junior Band; Flute Ensemble; 
Saxophone Ensemble; Brass Ensemble and Senior Band. 
 Junior Band is for S1-S3 pupils. They rehearse on Wednesdays 
after school and perform in the Christmas concert, Band Night 
and take part in a summer tour of the feeder primary schools. 

S1 Science Club 

what we taste. The colour of a drink leads us to anticipate what 
flavour we might expect when a drink is coloured green or pink 
and our sense of smell is used  
to fully appreciate flavours. 

 

 

 

 
 

Taste buds 
Making bouncy balls 

 Photochromic painting 

 Foam fire extinguishers 

 Slimeballs 

 Jelly baby wave machine 

 
Elephants toothpaste 
Eggsperiments 

 Hologramagic 
 

 

The current Science Club 
programme includes 
investigating: 

 
 

The S1 Science Club is a great way 
for pupils to have fun together 
whilst learning about science.  

A big “thank you” to the PTA 
for funding the Science club 
and to the Science Faculty staff 
for running this excellent and 
very popular S1 lunchtime club 

Band Night 

 

Well done to all 
who performed 
including the 
pupils from the 
feeder primaries 
who play in the 
Junior Band. 

 

 

 

Pupils had to pinch their noses and 
eat jelly beans – all in the name of 
science! 

 

“What flavours do we expect 
when a drink is green or pink?” 

On January 25th the club studied taste buds. Pupils discovered that other senses such as sight or smell influence  



On Friday 22nd January, a cold but dry afternoon, the Firrhill Seniors (S5 and S6 pupils), 
coached by S6 pupil Donnie Campbell, achieved a much deserved 3:2 victory in the cup  
 

Firrhill Christmas Market was held on 
Thursday 12th November, featuring 
craft stalls, entertainment and festive 
fayre. Despite stormy weather there 
was a good turnout including our new 
Head Teacher Mr Graham Hamilton, 
pictured here meeting parents. 

  

Thanks to Ruth Gebbie and the PTA for 
organising this very successful event  
 

Firrhill Christmas Market 

   

Follow them on twitter FHS PE Dept @firrhillPE  
https://twitter.com/FirrhillPE  

 

Firrhill are wearing green strips.  

  

Seniors Football 

match against Craigroyston High School.  
 
Goal scorers were: Murray Wells,  
Kyle Wynne and Paul Philips. It was an 
exciting match and the team - supported 
by Mr Macfarlane, Curriculum Leader 
English, friends and family - worked well 
together. Special mention goes to 
goalkeeper Fraser Britain and to Donnie 
Campbell (who sustained an injured 
knee in the second half) 

  
At the start of the year there will be trials for each year group’s team and parent helpers/coaches are needed 
There are also girls’ football teams and we have had a number of great female players here at Firrhill High School 

https://twitter.com/FirrhillPE


 

Cinderella Pantomime Success 

"It was tremendous - I didn't think it 
would be so funny, or that there 
would be so much acting talent.  
All of the cast looked like they really 
enjoyed it too” said a Firrhill Parent 
 

 

 

The Firrhill Youth Theatre currently meets on Wednesday lunchtimes at 
1pm in the Drama Studio.  The youth theatre is open to S1 – S4 pupils.   
 
 

“We would always be thankful for donations of costumes or props”  
 All donations can be handed into the Drama Department  

Pantos have always been a real 
Edinburgh favourite and Firrhill’s 
Cinderella was no exception.  
Well done to all involved! 

“In December 2015 the Firrhill Youth Theatre made their debut with a 
performance of the pantomime Cinderella. They were a huge hit, and 
we look forward to more productions from this exciting new group!” 
Says Mrs Graham, Curriculum Leader Expressive Arts     
 
 

“The pantomime of Cinderella, performed to an audience of friends and 
family at the end of term, was a huge success and was really warmly 
received by the enthusiastic audience”, says Miss Woodward. 
 
 

Pupils work and photos showing other aspects of life 
at Firrhill were on display including: Forest Schools; 
the Celebration of Creativity: and the Hockey Club. 
Parents were encouraged to come along to the  
Parent Council meetings and working groups. 
 

 

 

 

S1 parents were invited to an informal social evening on Thursday 22nd October to meet other S1 parents, 
parents who have children further up the school and some staff: Acting Head Teacher, Mr McClellan; Depute 
Head Teachers: Miss Statham (Allermuir), Mrs Porter (Braidlaw), and Acting DHT, Mrs Ranger (Caerketton)  

There was general mingling plus refreshments.  
Some introductions and questions written on “post 
its” were answered such as: What should you do 
when your child is ill? Can younger year groups wear 
the school blazer? What is a tracking report?  

S1 Parents Social Night 



It was necessary that each group have an aim, this 
involved documenting the local wildlife and flora.  
As each group reached their final destination on the 
Monday afternoon they were picked up and taken back 
to Firrhill High School which brought to an end a very 
successful DofE expedition. 

The Silver Award is an extra-curricular activity but 
the DofE Bronze and Gold Awards are offered to a 
limited number of pupils as part of the curriculum. 

 

 

On Saturday 19th September, a glorious autumn day, eight senior Firrhill High School pupils and staff members,  
Mr Cameron, and Mr Gillies, in the role of supervisors, set off towards North Deeside to complete their Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Silver Award qualifying expedition. The pupils were split into two groups. The first group was dropped  

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Silver Expedition 

west of Braemar and from here they walked to the north 
of Ballater over the course of three days. The other group 
would do the same route but in reverse. Each group 
faced the challenge of walking long distances carrying full 
kit. Spirits remained high despite sore legs and the 
occasional midgy bite.  

The DofE Silver Award has 4 sections: Volunteering, 
Physical, Skills and Expedition. You need to do at least 
6 months Volunteering and a minimum of 6 months 
on either Physical or Skills and 3 months on the other 
– it’s up to you which one you do for longer. The DofE 
silver expedition lasts for 3 days and 2 nights.  
 

On Friday 6th May 2016 the PTA held their annual quiz night at Colinton Bowling Club, Redford Road. Graham Walker, 
quizmaster, entertained us with interesting questions and witty observations. There was a baked potato with chilli 
supper by “MacKenzies Catering”, a raffle, some games with a cash prize or the opportunity to win a bottle of whisky. 
Good company and very reasonable bar prices all added up to a relaxed fund raising evening. So come along next year! 
 
 

PTA Quiz Night 

   

 

 

Questions were on a wide 
variety of subjects and ranged 
from “which rugby team are 
called the Springboks?” (South 
Africa); to who is the singer 
Norah Jones’s father? 
(Ravi Shankar) and “What is a 
cockchafer?” (It is a beetle).  
 
 

Watch Firrhill’s DofE YouTube film 
https://www.youtub.com/watch?v=xiaipRN4bCE  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xiaipRN4bCE


The S1 Hockey club 
meets after school on 
Thursdays. Thanks to 
the dedicated parents 
who run the club.  
(Do please join the rota) 

The School Blazer 
The introduction of a Firrhill blazer in June 2015 was the 
result of consultation with pupils, staff and parents and the 
majority were in favour of a blazer for senior pupils. This has 
now been extended to all year groups. The blazer is made 
from black polyester and includes both the school logo and 
royal blue braiding; there is a unisex cut (right) which features 
patch pockets and side vents and the girls’ blazer (left) has 
concealed side pockets and no breast pocket or side vents. 
Aitken & Niven, 6 Falcon Road West, Morningside 
(0131 4773922) stock the Firrhill High School blazer.  

There is an online uniform ordering system for all badged items apart from blazers (from A&N) and ties (school office) 
http://www.border-embroideries.co.uk/advanced_search.php?skl_id=15641&pager=view_all  

 

 

Susan Rome and Lisa Irvine, Young Sports Ambassadors 
presented sports awards to: Lilian McNab, “parent volunteer of 
the year”; Mr Cruickshank received the staff award and  
Marley Logan S6 received the pupil award, for her outstanding 
commitment to coaching football in the feeder primaries. 

Sports Information Evening 
Follow FHS PE Dept twitter account @firrhillPE 

The 2015 Sports Information evening took place on Tuesday 
8th September. The Sportscotland Gold Award was 
presented to the school by Michelle Livingston and there 
was an excellent motivational talk by Commonwealth Games 
bronze medallist for 50m breaststroke, Corrie Scott.  

Shonagh Cameron, S6 spoke about the successful Sports Tour 
2015 to Holland and Germany and the Holland/Germany Sports 
Tour 2017 (for current S2s and S3s), was launched. 

Firrhill Summer Sports Camp 

 

The Firrhill High School Summer Sports Camp for 
P1-S1 pupils takes place during the summer break. 
Pupils are grouped P1-3 and P4-S1 according to 
age. The camp is organised by Lorna Norman, 
Active Schools Co-ordinator and provides a great 
opportunity for pupils to improve existing sports 
skills and learn new ones. It is also a good way for 
younger pupils to make friends from other schools.  
For more information please see the school  
web site or email Lorna.norman@ea.edin.sch.uk  

“I liked going to it. It was really good” said Kirsty a pupil from Bonaly Primary School 

S2 Hockey Club Victory 
 

 

On Saturday 31st October, in warm but 
damp conditions, the Firrhill S2 Hockey team 
played Dunfermline High School at home. 
The team coached by Lilian McNab, former 
Firrhill Parent, and supported by S2 parents 
achieved a fantastic 9-1 win. What a result!  
 

 

 

http://www.border-embroideries.co.uk/advanced_search.php?skl_id=15641&pager=view_all
mailto:Lorna.norman@ea.edin.sch.uk


 

 

Chanter/pipes classes with teacher Mike 
Pretsell are on Monday & Wednesday   
from 4.00pm & Thursday lunchtime. 
Snare drumming with Brian Alexander is 
on Tuesdays at 4.00pm and also 
Wednesday lunchtime. All levels of ability 
welcome. Chanter costs £6 per lesson and 
Snare Drumming costs £5 per lesson. 
If your child P3-S6 wishes to start chanter 
or snare drumming lessons contact 
Carolyn.hargest@btconnect.com   

Firrhill Pipe Band Club  

 

  

 

Clarsach lessons 
are available after 
school on Fridays 
with teacher  
Julia Somerville  

Lost Property & Thrift Shop 
 

and will also provide some income to the school.  

 

Each term sadly there is a very large amount of unclaimed lost property 
which needs to be disposed of. So please name all items of uniform!  
A “Rag Bag” clothing bank will help to ensure unclaimed items are reused  

A new PTA pop up thrift shop will take place 
on parents’ nights, selling badged school 
uniform items including blazers, hoodies and 
PE kit. Please support this venture for both 
buying items and donating good quality used 
clothing. Un-claimed badged items from lost 
property may be placed in the PTA thrift shop.  
 
“There will be a new pop up thrift shop which 
will offer badged items: sweatshirts  
T-shirts blazers and hoodies - look out for us 
on parents’ nights” says Ruth Gebbie, PTA  

“Please label all items of clothing 
with your child’s name and class to 
ensure we can match missing items 
with their owners” says  
Miss Statham, Depute Head Teacher 

 

 

 

Parent Council & PTA Annual General Meeting 
 

The Parent Council & PTA welcome new parents to their groups/meetings 
Do come along find out more or email PTA Chair ruth_gebbie@yahoo.co.uk  

On 7th September 2015 the Parent 
Council & PTA held their AGMs it was 
an opportunity to share many 
achievements from the past year and 
the treasurers presented the groups’ 
accounts. The meeting was well 
supported; Ruth Gebbie, PTA Chair 
and Catriona Luff, Parent Council Chair 
spoke about their groups’ work.  

 The PTA & PC AGM 2016 is at 7.00pm 
on 5th September in the school library  

 

mailto:Carolyn.hargest@btconnect.com
mailto:ruth_gebbie@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

Eco Committee  

 

Firrhill’s Eco Committee launched a new scheme to recycle plastic bottles. 
They also collected bottle tops for Waverley Care Milestone’s recycled shed project 

The Eco Committee have 
designed this super label for the 
plastic bottle recycling bins. 
It is great to see the bins are 
already being used by pupils! 

The Eco Committee meet in Mrs Barley’s room and is 
open to all year groups. They would welcome more 
members - so any interested S1 pupils should find out 
the date of the next meeting (which will be 
announced in the weekly bulletin) and just go along! 

 

   

The Job Fair is an example of parents contributing to school 
life. The Business and Enterprise Group have also  

advised pupils about writing CVs & conducted  
mock interviews in school, again all with positive feedback. 

 

Firrhill Job Fair 

On Friday 4th September the 5th Firrhill Parent’s 
Job Fair took place. The Parent Council’s Business 
and Enterprise Group organised the event which 
aims, by informal discussion, to help pupils from 
S4-6 to learn more about various career options. 

  

 

 

Mari Yiannopoulos, Firrhill parent says,  
“More than 50 parents took part in the Job Fair 
and the whole of S4 & S5 year groups, plus some 
S6 students attended. It was very successful and 
feedback was positive”   

Video of 1st parent’s job fair which was in 2012 

http://www.firrhillhighschool.org.uk/2012/02/

the-first-firrhill-parentpupil-job-fair/  

  

for more information or if you can help, please contact  fhsjobfair@yahoo.co.uk  
 
 

http://www.firrhillhighschool.org.uk/2012/02/the-first-firrhill-parentpupil-job-fair/
http://www.firrhillhighschool.org.uk/2012/02/the-first-firrhill-parentpupil-job-fair/
mailto:fhsjobfair@yahoo.co.uk

